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By Email to:
3GPP Liaison Coordinator, 3GPPLiaison@etsi.org
3GPP Liaison Coordinator, Susanna Kooistra, susanna.kooistra@3gpp.org
3GPP SA Plenary Secretary, Maurice Pope, maurice.pope@etsi.org 

Re: Intro MITRE-Engenuity Open Generation and input on 3GPP SA Release-19 planning

Dear Colleagues: 

Abstract
It was raised at 3GPP SA#95 that there might be a better way to structure the 3GPP SA Release-19 work planning exercises. The chair has asked for input to this question under agenda item 7.5 at 3GPP SA#96, This document / Liaison Statement (LS) is to be taken under agenda item 7.5 “Release 19 Planning (schedule, prioritization, etc).” The LS identifies, at a high level, potential areas of input into the next SA release planning exercise and proposes 3GPP leverage one of its most underutilized resources, Market Representation Partners (MRPs) to help provide market direction on this topic.

Who is the MITRE Engenuity Open Generation Consortium?
MITRE Engenuity, a subsidiary of MITRE, is a non-profit foundation for the public good. MITRE’s mission-driven teams are dedicated to solving problems for a safer world. Through our public-private partnerships and federally funded R&D centers, we work across government and in partnership with industry to tackle challenges to the safety, stability, and well-being of our nation.

Open Generation 5G Consortium brings together diverse technical viewpoints from market leaders, innovative startups, industry associations, academics, and government liaisons. This collaborative effort aims to design, develop, demonstrate, and validate solutions that may be uniquely enabled by 5G capabilities to unlock massive economic value. Open Generation became an MRP of 3GPP December 2021 and would like to provide some input on the Release 19 planning exercise.


Potential areas of input into SA Release planning
The below is an example starting in 3GPP SA1 that goes to 3GPP SA2, the model could be equally applied to other groups. 

•	New SA1 work: New area where requirements have been defined e.g. Metaverse that requires stage 2 work.
•	New SA2 work: New work in SA2 that has not been driven by any SA1 work e.g. new better architecture to achieve same requirements i.e. SBA for IMS. 
•	Left over SA1 work in SA2 SA1 requirements that were considered previously in SA1 which could not be completed in a previous SA2 release.
•	Left over SA1 work in SA1: Was a brand-new area in SA1 e.g. Metaverse but has a phase 2 aspect.
· Left over SA2 work: New SA2 work e.g Key Issue that was not finished in the previous release.
NOTE:	There could be other combinations of work that just add more potential work.

Issue
Each of the bullet points in “Potential area of input into SA Release planning” will just get bigger and bigger as releases go on, however the meeting time being allocated to accommodate this ever-increasing workload is not increasing. At some point in time the system will break or new features that are developed will contain so little functionality as to provide no value to the marketplace at all.

Market value
Features prioritized for developed in Release 19 should provide market value. One might question that when a feature is on Phase 3 (i.e. its already spanned 2 releases and is now requesting a third) and nothing or a small amount has been deployed why is that? Is there no market need? In some cases the market cannot make use of the feature because the needed functionality has not yet been developed. One under-utilized opportunity within 3GPP has been its MRP base. An MRP brings with it an overview of the industry(s) / vertical(s) it represents. It is a good sounding block that can be used to help provide input to any work planning exercise. They can be used to identify features / capabilities that would assist their members. As 3GPP expand 5G to cater for more verticals and market segments beyond the traditional consumer base, MRP input becomes even more important.

Recommendation
SA should consider, in whatever release planning mechanism it comes up with, to engage early with its MRPs so that an MRP can look at what is being proposed, work within their charters and provide feedback to 3GPP. 3GPP should be more proactive at reaching out to MRPs as they might not all be fully aware of timeframes and if they are allowed to participate or not. Early engagement is essential in any prioritization exercise to get input of value (e.g., maybe a proactive invite to those organizations would be one way forward).

Sincerely,


Ajit Kahaduwe
General Manager MITRE Engenuity Open Generation 5G Consortium

Responses should be sent to:
Adrian Buckley 
Email: abuckley(at)MITRE-Engenuity(dot)org
Principal, 5G standards
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